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History of Linghurst Lakes 

Lound 

High quality sand and gravel has been extracted in the vicinity of Lound Village 

since the mid 1940’s. First, by North Notts Gravel Company and the Hoveringham 

Group of Companies and then following a takeover in 1981 by Tarmac Quarry 

Products Ltd.  

  

The aggregates from both Lound and Bellmore are very hard, durable and of a 

very high quality. They were most suitable for many processes, including pre-

stressed and pre-cast concrete products, site concrete and road dressing etc. 

  

All the lakes to the east of the village, down to the river Idle, were once sand and 

gravel workings. To the south are further workings restored back to ground level 

and to agricultural use or high-rise storage mounds. These southern workings 

were filled by the importation of Pulverised Fuel Ash (PFA) via pipelines from 

Cottam Power Station. Pumping around 650,000 tonnes per annum it took some 

of the worked-out areas several years to fill prior to capping. 

  

The first formal planning permission for sand and gravel extraction around Lound 

was granted in 1945. Over 20 applications have been made since then. In 1984 a 

planning application was submitted, including Linghurst Wood and land to the 

west. These areas were, however, withdrawn following discussion with the 

Mineral Planning Authority, although the Company advised that the area would 

be included in a further application in the future.  
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In preparation, in 1982, prior to the 1984 application, tree planting took place to 

the east of Lound to eventually form a village screen. Following consultation with 

Lound Parish Council and the Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust in 1992 an 

application was submitted together with a restoration scheme. The application 

area comprised of 33Ha of land with 20Ha being for sand and gravel extraction. A 

total of 53 boreholes were drilled confirming the area contained 1.7m-4.8m of 

deposits and calculated reserves of 828,000 tonnes. 

  

Phase 1.   
Linghurst was first created by felling the northern half of a young 

tree plantation which was of poor quality and consisted of pine and 

invading sycamore, stripping of the soil and working in an east to 

west direction. 

Phase 2.   

Working in a west to east direction from what was known as Rabbit 

Lane (a lane running south to north from Neatholme Lane. 

Phase 3.  

Removal of the southern part of Rabbit Lane and working towards the 

village in an east to west direction with all previous workings restored.  

Phase 4.   

 Working to the north of the site limiting noise disturbance. 

Phase 5.   

The area nearest the village was stripped, worked and restored quickly 

to minimise the impact to the village. 

 

Linghurst wood to the north, a deciduous 

woodland of good landscape quality, was 

left undisturbed with the northern section 

off ‘Rabbit Lane’ left intact. (Prior to sand 

and gravel extraction, ‘Rabbit Lane’, dotted 

line shown on map, was the northern track 

from Neatholme Lane). 

Following sand and gravel extraction and 

restoration, Linghurst was divided into 

two basic areas, the Northern Lake and the 

Southern Lake. 

The Northern Lake managed as a 

conservation area and shaped water body 

to create a maximum shoreline and the 

largest area of shallow water. An island to 

provide the ideal habitat for natural colonisation by wetland species. The Southern 

and largest lake restored with scalloped edges and islands to attract a variety of 
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wildlife. Consultation with Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust and Lound Parish 

Council discounted the need for an adjacent car park and that access should be on 

foot only for villagers. Plans to have a car park off Chainbridge Lane next to 

‘Poplar Walk’ (between Neatholme Lane and Chainbridge Road) was also 

dismissed.  

 

During restoration, many thousands of high-quality deciduous trees were planted 

with the intension that these could be harvested in years to come to provide 

essential revenue for the Lakes maintenance. 

 

Summary: Early 2004 Tarmac Ltd. handed over to Lound Parish Council the 

gravel working area re-claimed and landscaped near the Village, known as 

Linghurst Lakes. With this land came a substantial sum of money from Tarmac 

Ltd. which was to be held in trust by the Parish Council for the residents of the 

Parish. This money only to be spent on the management and maintenance of 

Linghurst Lakes in accordance with the provisions of a Management Plan.  

 

The fund is for present and long-term future maintenance and is under the 

umbrella of the Parish Council, but ring fenced and separate from the Parish 

Council account. A management committee, which includes two Lound Parish 

Councillors, was set up to look after the Lakes.  


